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Alexia Ridley (00:01): 
State lawmakers have filed two bills that would affect the work of Georgia prosecutors, requiring them 
to pursue certain cases and making it easier to remove DAs from office. Some prosecutors, like Western 
Circuit District Attorney, Deborah Gonzalez, say that the measures are an attack on their offices. Earlier 
this week, I sat down with Gonzalez to talk about the two bills. Here's our conversation. 
(00:30): 
Let me ask you about these two bills that have been brought forth in the house. Let's start with the first 
one, House Bill 229, where you would actually, as a district attorney, have to look over every piece, 
every case that comes into your office. 

DA Deborah Gonzalez (00:46): 
Well, we do review every case that comes into the office. That's just the due diligence, right? But I think 
what is so concerning about the language of this particular bill, I don't believe that the lawmakers who 
actually are writing this language understand the prosecution process. They are talking about if probable 
cause exists. And that's a pretty low standard. That's the standard that law enforcement officers use, 
where they are basically saying most likely then that this particular defendant committed this particular 
crime. Now, when we take a case to the jury, the burden is very different. The burden is beyond a 
reasonable doubt, and that is an extremely high burden. So for example, if we don't have everything 
that we need to prove it beyond a reasonable doubt, we might dismiss it. We might have enough 
evidence that leads us to say, "Hey, this case needs to go to an accountability court or a diversion 
program." Right? 
(01:51): 
But if we are then limited that every single thing that has probable cause has to go forward, well, we're 
going to be sinking resources that we just do not have into cases that cannot be proven to the standard 
required, which is beyond a reasonable doubt. And so if I have limited resources and I'm looking at, "Do I 
process these theft by shoplifting, or do I go after the murder or the rape or the aggravated assault?" 
what this bill is telling me is that I have to do both, and obviously I don't have enough resources to do 
both. I do want to bring up this one piece of that HB 229 , and that's the recall provision, because I think 
that's also extremely important, where now they want to change the recall number from 30% of 
registered and qualified voters to just 2%. When does 2% represent what the community wants? Right? 
And also the fact that this is only being reduced for DAs and solicitors, not for any other elected official, 
just for DAs and solicitors. 
(03:10): 

We are the only one. They are protecting themselves. They're keeping that 30% number for themselves 
and other elected officials. But they're not even saying that this is for the judiciary, right? They didn't 
touch the judges. 

Alexia Ridley (03:25): 
And if we could move on to House Bill 231, can you tell me a little bit about this bill and your response 
to it? 

DA Deborah Gonzalez (03:38): 
Yeah. So, this is the proposed oversight committee bill, right? And there's one in the House, and there's 
one introduced as well as the Senate. And I don't look at this as oversight. To me, this is really overstep. 
It starts, first of all, with this false idea that there's little to no oversight of DAs in Georgia. That's been 
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pushed by those who support this bill. And that is just not reality. A DA, we're an elected official. We're 
subject to the same oversight as every other elected official in the state of Georgia. And the current 
system, there is a system in place to remove an elected official, and that is through the election process. 
But to start a committee that, number one, is appointed members by one particular party, this is just 
creating a mechanism to subvert what the community wanted, what the community said that they see 
the way justice should be through their election. And this is very, very partisan. And granting a 
committee like this, creating a committee like this, with the power to remove duly elected officials 
based upon partisan policies, is a very dangerous precedent to set. 

Alexia Ridley (05:05): 
Well, thank you so much. I do appreciate your comments and your taking some time with me this 
afternoon. 

DA Deborah Gonzalez (05:14): 
Absolutely. Thank you. Alexia. 

Alexia Ridley (05:16): 
Debra Gonzalez is the district attorney for the Western Judicial Circuit, which includes Clarke and 
Oconee counties. We reached out to Representative Houston Gaines, who sponsored one of the bills we 
mentioned, House Bill 229. Here's what he had to say. 

Representative Houston Gaines (05:33): 
We have a real problem here in our community to make sure that we're going and solving crime and 
addressing crime in our communities because of the lack of action in that office, and so that's why we 
introduced that legislation. 
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